Stemming reck

tories coming out to-
Sday from universi-
ties and colleges are
'y worryin—g. True, there
s always been a level of
Dmiscuity, drug abuse, and
1er forms of reckless be-
viour in these institutions
higher learning, but with
ch generation the vices es-
ate to appalling levels.

Today, for instance, stu--

nts are participating in the
ording of pornographic
leos for either personal en-
ment or commercial pur-
ses.

Sadly, these actions are
ne without much thought
the consequences, the im-
diate being contracting
ally transmitted infec-
ns including HIV, and un-
nted pregnancies.

In the long term, such vid-
5 can creep in at the most
ippropriate time, like dur-
ajob interview. One of the
nelists may have seen it on
1 Tube. Or when the indi-
ual, especially the woman
society tends to be harsher
awoman’s moral nature, is
ng for a prestigious posi-
n in society, like being a
ef justice or parliamentar-
i

COVER OF DARKNESS

Then there are those who
it for the cover of darkness
go strut their wares on
nange Street, or anywhere
e where they are willing
le customers.

Such women will often ar-
> that they are doing it for
 money so they can help
7 their fees or meet their
2ds, but again, the same
s abound.

Within the gates of uni-
sities and colleges, young
n and women meet in
tels and engage in indis-
ninate twosomes, three-

nes and open orgies. Infi--

ity among students is
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Reproductive Health

ess sex in campus

Students from various universities and colleges listen to speakers during the capus edition of the Sista 2 Sista forum
last Saturday at University of Nairobi. Officials of Women Students’ Welfare Association are organising Reproductive
Health Week set for next week. [PHOTO: TABITHA OTWORI/STANDARD]

in permanent relationships or,
worse still, to still be virgins,
are looked down upon as peo-
ple who are not ‘with it’, which
then places pressure on the
gullible ones to abandon their
moral values and fit in with
the masses.

At the campus edition of
Sista 2 Sista forum held last
Saturday at the University of
Nairobi, I learnt that certain

“nicknames are used on guys.
There is Pesa Pap! for the
wealthy boyfriends (including
sugar daddies) who are flush
with money and never disap-
point when the campus/col-
lege girl calls them for mon-
ey,

Then there are’the ATM
guys who, although their role
is similar to that of the Pesa
Pap! euv. thev are classified

strength. Thus, the ATM guys
are into three categories with
names associated with banks
(which I won't mention here

- for their own sake) that de-

note the strength of the guy’s
pocket (rich, medium, rare).

Itis, therefore, not uncom:

mon for the girls to have more
than one boyfriend at a time,
and vice versa. Not surprising
also is the high number of il-

legal abortions among univer-

sity and college students.

WOSWA

With this background, of-
ficials of the Women Students’
Welfare Association (Woswa)
are organising a Reproductive
Health Week scheduled to be-
gin oh May 24 to May 27.

The officials say the week
lone conference which hac

if

en, Healthy Nation', aims to
increase the students’ knowl-
edge and understanding on
the linkage between repro-
ductive health and social
power relations.

While doing this, the or-
ganisers hope to reduce the
level of misinformation about
sex and other reproductive
health concerns including

sexually transmitted infec- -

tions.

Similarly, the Woswa offi-
cials hope to reduce the fre-
quency of unprotected sex
and sexual promiscuity, and
increase the use of protection
against the infections and un-
wanted pregnancies.

Prominent personalities
have been invited to give edu-

cative and motivational talks

R R e

for students and visitors to get
family planning, and to test-
ing for HIV and cervical can-
cer.

Woswa must be applauded
for their initiative to promote
and sustain risk-reducing be-
haviour in their campus.

Other student organisa-
tions and leaders should take
up similar initiatives to edu-
cate their fellow students on
matters to do with health and
Sex. -

Peer pressure is very pow-
erful in most academic insti-
tutions. But when armed with
information, the likelihood of
students engaging in reckless
behaviour will, hopefully, be
reduced. A shift will occur —
to that of focusing on why
they are there, which is to
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