' NJOK KARUOYA} GENDER AGENDA

Bold « Provocative ¢ Sassy ¢ Insightful e
Write back on nkaruoya@standardmedia.co.ke

Power of Education

veryone has heard
E of the cliché; “edu-
cate a woman and
you educate the nation”; so
much so that it no longer
rings true to some. Its monot-
onous use over time has
made people become indif-
ferent to its meaning, which
nevertheless remains true.
Men are great at adven-
ture and discovery. The way
they were wired by God, men
are adept at taking major
risks, some of which appear
foolhardy, but should their
ventures see the light at the
end of the tunnel, then the
world is better, or worse for it.
Due to the risks and initia-
tives taken by men (seeing as
the world has operated under
patriarchal systems for mil-
lennia), we have enjoyed the
fruits of development on one
hand, and the pain of their
reckless egos on the other.
Women, on the other
hand, are calmer and more
nurturing. They are also very
trusting and in most cases,
are happy to leave their des-
tinies in the hands of their
men, :

SECOND FIDDLE

That is why in the begin-
ning of time, women were
happy playing second fiddle
to their men who happily and
courageously embraced their
roles as heads of homesteads,
protectors and breadwinners.
Even the cultural norms and
values created by community
elders were designed for the
good of all its members.

With time, however, these
cultural norms and values
have been abused and in-
stead of perpetuating the
good for all, they have been
selfishly tweaked to endear
benefits towards one gender,
while the other is its slave.

Any-time a group of peo-
ple is suppressed, whether it
is a-gender, a tribe, a race or
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citizens, anger and frustration
is bound to well up. Eventual-
ly, no matter how long it takes,
this anger and frustration will
boil over and lead to protests,
rebellions and revolts. History
has proved this time and
again.

Is it any wonder then, that
women have for decades
styled revolts against male su-
premacy? If awoman is happy,
she will not lift a finger to
usurp the gender balance of
power. However, if she is
abused and mistreated, if she
is made to feel worthless and
powerless, or worked like a
donkey without any gratitude
and made to feel filthy, useless
and is degraded all the time,
then eventually she will ex-
plode if not die.

Incidentally, any man who
is treated thus, especially by
his leaders, will also revolt.

This is how struggles for inde-
pendence over the years were
fanned and democracy came
into being.

MYRIAD POSSIBILITIES

Arevolt without education
is, however, meaningless. Ed-
ucation allows people’s minds
to open up and discover the
truth and the myriad possibil-
ities available.

‘ ‘Education helps
men and women-._.
differentiate between
myth/superstition and
the truth. Women

are exposed now and
more men need to
appreciate this.
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Women marthed in Nairobi to celebrate International Women’s Day yesterday The world mar ed
100 years of analysing the challenges women continue to face, and the milestones made thus far.

Education helps men and
women differentiate between
myth/superstition and the
truth. It is what opened the
eyes of our forefathers to the
truth that the white man was
as human as they were, and
that the only difference be-
tween them was the colour of
the skin, This is the same re-
alisation that women over the
years have come to grasp —
that men are just as human as
they are, albeit with a tweaked
physiology and physical
shape.

Further, education inspires
the courage to discover as the
world no longer looks threat-
ening but full of possibilities,
and the farther people go in
search of knowledge, the more
they get into contact with oth-
er people who do not live like
them or adhere to their cul-
tural beliefs, yet they continue

to survive needless.
With more education
ple begin to appreciate
can make choices to
mine their lifestyles. TI
what has fuelled immigr
and emigration patte
and the clamour for g
equality and equity.
Women are exposed
and more men need to a
ciate that the world is ¢
ing and they can no 1
continue to abuse w
and expect them to It
meek and submissive.
Fellow women, fal
your daughters and nie
school, which is the pa
to true freedom witk
opening of the mind an
nomic empowerment.
This was the driving
of International Women
that was celebrated yest
worldwide. ®




