As we gear up to mark International
‘Women’s Day on Tuesday, it is time to

appreciate personalities that fight for the
recognition and appreciation of women’s

rights. From the time she was a young
woman, NAOMI WAGEREKA has been
passionate about helping poor women

access justice, and as the chairperson of

“Fida-Kenya, she has her work cut out.
She spoke to MIOKE CHEGE

I joined the Federation of Women
Lawyers — Kenya (Fida-Kenya) 14 years
ago. I will admit that in the beginning, [
alsohad the notion that itwas an organ-
isation of ‘hard-headed’ women, but the
more I worked there, the more 1 felt like
it was a farnily. I got to understand the
core of Fida's existence, which is to make
justice accessible to all women.
Fida-Kenya began as a group of
women lawyers who wanted to help
poor women who could not afford legal
fees, let alone access alawyer. In the be-
» ginning, they would walk up to the court
corridors and help any woman who
looked lost or stranded.

Women have ahways had issues of
succession, divorce, child custody,
maintenance, spousal abuse and inher-
itance among other matters, but many
find themselves stuck in the corridors of
justice without anyone to cry out to for
help. That is why Fida exists, and it has
been doing a great job representing
women for the past 25 vears.

Two years ago, | was appointed the
chairperson of Fida-Kenya after serving
as a council member for two years and
treasurer for another two vears. Being
the chairperson has been guite a chal-
lenge considering we live in a pawiar-
chal society where women have to liter-
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T look
forward to the day
when we will have
a female attorney
general or chief
justice; or better
yet, a woman
president”

allyf
It's a pity men feel threatened by wom-

for their equal space in society.

en; even educated men feel threatened

by educated wom

GREAT OPPOSITION
When Fida-Kenva began, the great-
est opposition came from male lawyers.
Ifvoulook around in our country, all the

top jobs are reserved for men.

You will see this at the Truth, Justice
and Reconciliation Comumission (this
has since changed), Interimi Indepen
dent Electoral Commission, I
dependent Boundaries Rev
mission, the National Commission

¢ Integration and Cohesion, 3
Comumission, the Ndungu Commission,
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and many others. Itis a monopoly.
I look forward to the day when a

- woman will head a commission right

from ‘the beginning. For instance, we

could have a female Atorney Generalor -

Chief Justce; or better yet, a woman
president! =
TR ENRTY

What men fail to realise is that wom-
en have been around for as long as they
have, and women have proved to be
worth their salt, but we are always left
reeling in gender-based questions
whenever a commission is set up and
‘women are in the minority.

Even when the coalition government
was formed, we hoped for afemale vice-
president or deputy prime minister, as
we believed the core business of coali-

. Naomi with Gichugu MP during a past Fid
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a-Kenya event, [PHOTOS: JONAH ONYANGO

: é I want women to get their rightful

place in society and access justice any time,
an*}m'here” MADRE WANGEREKAY

tion governance is equality, but that was
not the case.

I believe women deserve these posi-
tions, not for the mere reason of gender
balance, but because we are as qualified
and as experienced as the men.

Men and women are both equal be-
fore the law, and I believe women de-
serve to be given a fair playing ground
along with their male counterparts.

For instance, deserving women (o
the ChiefJustice and or Attorney Gener-
al's positions include Mary Anag'wa,
Jane Onyango, Joyce Majiwa, Martha
Koome and Dr Elizabeth Muli, among
many others.

1 sit-in the advocates disciplinary
committee and I can confidently say
these women are of good conduct and
worthy of the seats.

Asacounuy, we have come far as far
aswomensyepresentation is concerned,
but we stll have a long way to go be-
cause there are some harmful cultural
practices that continue to prevail in this
country. )

There is female genital mutilation,
women being widowed as aresult of ex-
tra-judicial killings, spousal abuse, wid-

ow inheritance and girls being denied
education. iR ;

My vision as Fida-Kenya's chairper-
son is that we totally emancipate wom-
en from the claws of injustice and gen-
derinequality, I want women to get their
rightful place in society and access jus-
tice any time, anywhere.

T also hope to have a Fida-Kenya of-
ficein every county so that women from
Mandera and Wajir will not have to trav-
el all the way to Nairobi to get justice.

I'm very excited about the new Con-
stitution. Besides putting both men and
women at par when it comes to equality,
the Constitution offers a myriad of op-
portunities for people who would like to
serve this country in various ways. The
Nakuru County seems very promising
for me and I'm seriously considering
serving this county as governor.

Though the present leadership of
this country may lack selfless leaders, 1
believe not all is lost. We need leaders
withideology and values, those who will
take this country to the next level, and I
remain hopeful.

In the 1990s, I met @ man 1
thought 1 would grow old with. He
was Vincen! .Emuru, a 30-some-
thing Ugendan lawyer. We dated
for a while and 1 fell in love with
Bim.

T 2000, we were blessed with 2
son. We planned to officate our
unicn two years later In 2002, we
set the date, booked the location,

“printed the cards, booked mywed-
ding gown and the maids’ outfits,
and chose the wedding cake Iwas
se excited as T was going to mamy
the man of my dreams.

Bui just before we could walk
down the aisle together, Vincent
got gick and died. It was heart-

-breatang. U had built oy world with
hinn. With time, however, o1y pain
was eased by the fact that he had

" left me with our son, Ken Michael,
whao is the spple of my eye.

Ay som is now eleven years old
znd we are very dose. Heisamum-

- my's boy. He is an incredibly bril-
Liant young man Somehow he
kuears 1 woik for Fida-Kenye and
he Is very proud of the work [ am
doing. This inspires me to do my
work with gizste because he has
sepn my effores pay off.

VALEE SYSTERS

From when he was very young,
1 have instilled in him the valaes of
egualiiv. and drummed ntwo his
mind the fact that gids and boys
are equal.

1 was bom 46 years ago and
brought up iz Elburgoen in Nakura
District. I'm the sixth born in a
family of 12 children and both my
parents wese simall-scale farmers.

1 admire my mwthers sheer
strength and resilience, particular-
by afier my fathers death. She sio-
gle-handedivraanaged w kespour
{zmily mgether and edocare el my
vounger siblings afrer his deaih,
which I consider a great achieve-
ment. Bwas from her that | gotmy
value systems and infegrity. which
s by o ooy B of worle

1 am cpmeatly not dating any-
one, but 7d Bke to mees someone
really sperial for companionship
and a deep pantnership, but not for
MAmage.
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